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EVIPENTIAl.. 

DISCOURSE  XL 
05  THK  Resurrection  of  Jesus, 

By  Dr.  Priest  let. 

(Concluded  from  p.  104.) 

But  now  is  Christ  risen  from  the  de(ul,  and  be¬ 
come  the  first  fruits  of  them  tfuit  slept. 

1  Cor.  XV.  20. 

But  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  himself  mi{>ht  not 
hare  conciliated  those  who  were  only  the  more  ex¬ 
asperated  at  the  resurrection  of  l^a/anis,  at  which 
themselves  were  present,  from  whatever  source  their 
obstinacy  and  incredclily  arose.  The  whole  story, 
bow  well  soever  atte-ted,  murht  have  hcen  lall^hed 
at  in  Oreece  and  at  Rome,  where  the  Jews  and 
every  thinir  rel.rtinR  to  them,  were,  without  any  ex- 
an'in.itiun  mto  tlie  subject,  held  in  the  yjrtaf  ;.t  con¬ 
tempt.  Beside;,  there  woold  h  .ve  hcen  a  want  of 
dii,nitt  m  l  an  appearance  of  insult,  unworthy  of 
•iir  Saviour’s  character,  in  thus  ostentatiously  ex¬ 
hibiting  himself  before  his  enemies,  and  as  it  were 
Riockins  at  their  attempts  to  kill  lam. 

I  would  farther  observe,  that  though  Jesus  did  not 
appear  to  all  his  enemies,  he  did  appear  to  one  of 
dmu,  and  one  whom  no  person  wilt  doubt  to  have 
been  as  prejudiced,  ana  as  inveterate,  as  anv  of 
them,  VB.  Paul.  Now.  as  (Atr  enemy  of  CtiriscU* 
aity  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  resurrection, 
by  Jesui  appearing  to  him  in  person,  we  cannot 
doubt  but  mat,  if  it  had  suiterl  the  plan  of  Divine 
Providence,  all  the  Jews  luigbt  have  been  cou- 
tinced  by  the  same  means,  and  have  become  Chrb- 
tiam. 

But  admkt'mg  that  the  consequence  of  such  a 
public  appearance  of  Jesus  would  have  been  the 
eonvictioA  of  all  that  country,  and  of  all  tluit  age, 
E  wocrid  have  been  an  unfavourable  circumstance 
with  respect  to  the  evidence  at  this  distance  of 
time,  and  still  more  so  in  remon-r  ages.  And  the 
great  object  certainly  was,  that  this  inqiortant  event 
should  Im  so  circumstanced,  as  that  it  should  pre¬ 
serve  its  credit  unimpaired  to  the  end  of  time. 

If  we  suppose  that  mankind  in  the  most  distant 
ages  of  the  world  had  been  asked.  What  kind  of 
evidence  would  satisfy  tArm,  with  respect  to  the 
reality  of  an  event  which  took  place  several  thoii- 
«nd  years  before  they  were  born,  tliey  would  cer¬ 
tainly  say ;  that,  to  give  satlsfactinn  to  them  who 
bad  Maijpportuuity  of  examining  into  the  factthein- 
selvts,  h  snoidd  have  been  so  circumstanced,  as  that 
besides  a  sufficii-nt  aumber  of  persons  attesting  the 
truth  of  it,  friends  aind  enemies,  believers  and  tin- 
believers,  should  clearly  appear  to  Imvc  been  suffi¬ 
ciently  interested  to  examine  into  the  truth,  while 
the  fact  was  recent  and  therefore  wdiiie  it  was  in 
their  power  to  investigate  it  thoroughly.  And  this 
couU  only  be  in  circumstances  in  which  sonic 
should  believe  it  and  others  not,  and  in  which  the 
believers  should  have  every  temptation  to  renounce 
their  belief,  and  their  enemies  every  motive  to  de¬ 
tect  Jbe  imposture,  But  this  could  not  have  been 


the  case  if  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  had  been  uni¬ 
versally  believed  at  the  lin  e,  or  in  that  age,  ami 
consecpieiitly  there  li.al  been  no  eaily  persecution  of 
Uliri-tians. 

Ill  these  circuiiistanres,  jt  might  have  been  s:ud 
by  unbelievers  in  reiiioie  a;.''-,  that,  a,  no  oiqHi-itinn 
was  made  to  the  puuiru-s  oi' t 'hi  i.tiaiuty.  it  did  not 
appear  to  them  that  the  reality  of  ilio-.e  facts  on 
which  the  belief  of  it  is  lonuded.  bad  lu  cn  suffi¬ 
ciently  iuipiired  into  at  the  lime,  that  it  iiiinlit  have 
been  foiiml  eoiivenieiit  (foi  reason- now  nukuown. 
and  at  this  di-tauce  iiisi  lu.taMe)  to  niafe  a  ritange 
in  the  reliaiou  oi  the  < mint  ami  tliat.  as  the  rulers 

of  it  adopted  tlie  iii'.Msiire.  It  iiu::lii,  for  anything 
tli.it  appeared,  lute  lx  u  oiigiu.  llv  a  stiiuine  of 
theirs;  and  tbit  when  the  ^oveinors  id'  any  coun¬ 
try  iiiteie-f  tlieiii.i'l.rs  to  pioiuote  auv  measure,  it 
I  i.  always  in  tla-ir  powei  to  impose  ii|M>n  the  \ulgar: 
that  private  orders,  tor  example,  mirilit  have  hern 
niven,  that  Jt'sUs.  tlioi!'..h  suspended  on  u  cross, 
should  not  be  inueli  hurt ;  that  the  sepuli  lire,  bring 
under  ground,  might  have  propcrapuitments  adjoin¬ 
ing  to  it,  where  there  miglit  he  every  at  i  ommoda- 
tion  that  was  rci|uisite  for  his  comiiletc  rcroveiv  ami 
refreshment;  and  that  a  lew  leading  persons  beang 
I  in  tlie  secret,  the  rest  luiulit  he  imposed  upon  to 
believe  the  story  of  a  resurn  i  lion,  or  any  tiling 
else. 

Thus  tlu-  origin  of  Uhristianity,  it  might  have 
been  wwd,  did  nut  ipqtorudlv  siiifer  fnuu  ibal  of  the 
seven!  species  of  heathenism  or  Mahometanism, 
which  the  (>eo{)le  liisi  believed  without  any  proper 
inquiry,  and  to  which  their  descendants  adhered, 
because  tliey  had  been  received  by  tlieir  ancestora 
before  them. 

But  the  rirrumstnnrrs  attending  the  artiad  pro¬ 
mulgation  of  Christianity  weie  such,  as  that  imtliing 
of  tiiis  kind  can  ever  be  advanced  by  any  nuheliev- 
ers,  at  :dl  acquainted  with  Uie  history  ol  the  tiuius  ; 
because  it  isevidt  ut,  tliat  Jesus  Cliilst.  ami  his  reli- 
giini,  and  especially  the  account  of  his  resm  rcction, 
on  whieli  the  whole  of  it  hinged,  imiuediately  en¬ 
gaged  the  closest  attention  of  great  niuuhci^,  ami 
that  thuusiuids  felt  themselves  interested  in  the 
highest  degree  to  ex.Hiiine  into  the  truth  of  it. 

In  the  first  [ilaee,  the  a|H»tles,  and  other  primi¬ 
tive  Christians,  were  certainly  interested  not  to  give 
up  their  ease,  tlieii  little  fortunes,  and  their  lives, 
for  an  idle  tale.  And,  on  the  ether  h.ind,  the  chief 
priests  and  nders  of  the  Jewrs,  wIki  had  been  so 
much  exasperated  at  Jesus  as  to  pro<  lire  hi;  liraiii, 
even  with  some  risrpie  to  themselves,  from  his  po- 
puliitKy  wkh  the  coiumoii  (H-ople,  would  fui  |  tlu  ui- 
selves  more  strongly  interesud  to  <uip)tri*ss  tus  fol¬ 
lowers,  ami  'lb  religion,  after  his  death ;  ;uiii  this 
they  evidently  did,  without  losing  any  time  in  Uie 
busiuciis. 

Not  more  than  fiftv  days  el.ap>ed  hi  tween  il.e, 
crwifixiAn  of  Jesus,  aed  the  ino-i  open  puLliration 
of  the  adkolint  of  his  resorrcctiou,  .-m  evt  iit  «ii,ken 
of  oven  before  Iris  death,  against  anv  im|iii;iti(>u 
with  respegt  to  which  all  {kissIIiIu  pierantioiis  had 
hcen  taken,  and  ronrerning  wlnth  many  ninaurr 
mtist  h^  '  e  prevail'  d. from  ilu  »  >  Pn-ft.,  , 
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(for  no  scrrot  was  rnjoined  with  respnct  to  it)  from  t.i)it>Iit,  and  also  many  otliei  miiarlns  wionniii  liy 
tlie  very  day  of  his  aiipc-n ain't*.  On  the  day  of  them,  wore  as  p  ildic  as  |>ossil>lo ;  and  every  niira- 
Pentcrost,  liowovor,  it  was  boldly  asscited  by  Midi  de  wronniil  by  the  .iposilrs  was  i»  ♦■“'I.  •»  proofin' 
a  number  of  jicrsons,  who  wort' wiinrssos  of  tho  fart,  the  rosurroction  of  their  master.  If  his  mission, 
that  some  tlionsands  (wlio  had  ihemsolios  soon  the  j  contirined  by,  and  iniplyinc;  the  tnitii  of,  Ins  rosin- 
miracles  of  .losiis)  wi-ie  fully  coiivini  ed  of  its  fnilh.  Irection.  was  not  fioin  <iod,  neither  was  theirs;  for 
and  gave  public  testimony  of  their  l.iith  by  being  |  both  were  part  td' the.  same  sdienie,  and  llierelore 
iinniediatciv  l»a|)ti/.ed.  j  they  imply  one  another. 

Observe  in  how  full  and  explicit  a  manner  Peter,  Tints  onr  faith  does  not  rest  on  tlie  testimony  of 
on  this  oceasion,  gave  his  testimony,  as  rjuoted  in  the  four  evangelists,  M.itfhevs,  Mark,  Jnike,  and 
the  preceding  UisCoiirse,  .\cts  ii.  ii.  “Ye  men  of  John,  who  wrote  the  history  of  f'hiist,  and  of  the 
Israel,  hear  my  words.  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a  man  promulgation  of  Christianity.  AVe  have,  in  fact, 
approved  of  God  among  you  hy  miracles,  and  won-  the  testimony  of  the  age  in  which  tiie.y  lived,  to  tliu 
ders,  and  signs,  w  hidi  God  did  hy  him,  in  the  midst  great  events  recorded  by  them.  These  hooks,  or 
of  you,  as  ye  yourselves  also  know  ;  him  ye  have  ever  so  many  of  the  same  nature,  coidd  never  ha’.e 
taken,  and  with  wicked  hands  have  cnicified  and  been  received,  and  transmitted  to  ns,  as  authentic 
slain.  This  Jesus  hath  (lod  raised  i']i,  whereof  we  hi  tories,  in  the  ciremnstam  Cs  that  I  have  desciib- 
all  (and  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  w  ere  then  ed,  if  the  cotitents  of  them  could  have  been  cjito- 
with  him)  are  witnesses.”  tinned. 

The  boldness  of  the  apostles  in  giving  this  public  The  inconsistencies  that  we  di-cover  in  the  ac- 
testimony  to  the  resurrection  ot  Jcmis,  a  testimony  counts  of  the  four  evangelists  imply  no  defect  in 
which  his  audience  evidently  could  not  contradict,  the  evidence ;  being  no  greater  than  are  usually 
exaspeiated  the  nilers  of  the  country  to  the  higbe-t  found  in  the  nairatives  of  any  important  event 
degree;  and  the  event  being  then  recent,  they  written  by  dilTerent  persons ;  who  will  always  attend 
would,  no  doubt,  do  every  thins  that  men,  and  men  cliietly  to  what  is  most  essential  to  the  story,  and 
in  power,  could  do  in  order  to  discover  the  cheat,  Ic'S  to  the  minute  circumstances  of  it ;  and  these 
if  any  such  had  been  used.  narratives  were  all  written  a  considerable  time  alier 

This  endeavour  to  suppress  ( 'hristianity  began  in  the  event.  But  tlie  most  important  consideration 
the  very  country,  and  in  the  very  city,  in  which  it  i  -,  that  these  histories  were  not  the  cause  ul  the  be- 
was  first  promulgated,  where  Jcmis  had  always  ap-  lief  ol  the  resmrertion  of  Jesus,  butwere  theinselies 
peared  in  public,  and  consequently  where  liinisell,  |  among  the  consequences  of  that  belief,  the  jiroprr 
and  all  that  he  had  done,  were  known  to  thousands,  evidence  having  produced  its  full  effect  long  before 
And  this  violent  opposition,  than  which  we  know  of  they  were  written  ;  so  that  it  could  not  have  been 
nothing  in  the  history  of  mankind  more  violent,  and  deheient  in  any  material  respect, 
which  began  as  early  as  it  was  jrossiblo  for  it  to  be-  Tliat  all  mankind  were  not  immediately  convin- 
gin,  was  continued  by  the  Jews,  with  very  few  iu-  ced  of  the  tnith  of  Christianity  may  he  suflicieutlv 
tcmiptions  till  it  was  taken  up  by  the  Uomaiis,  who  aci  cunted  for;  as,  from  the  little  interest  that  gn-at 
were  alarmed  at  the  rapid  spread  of  the  new  religion,  numbers  take  in  any  thing  relating  to 
which  soon  appeared  to  be  hostil-j  to  all  the  old  from  the  aversion  whidi  the  greatest  pait  of  inan- 
oneson  the  observance  of  which  it  was  univers.ally  j  kind  have  to  examine  into  any  thing  that  is  new, 
imagined  that  the  temporal  prosperity  of  states  de-  when  it  is  hostile  to  that  which  is  o/r/,  and  tlicii  lis- 
pended.  And  this  persecution  of  Christianity  did  tening  to  any  idle  talcs  to  the  prejmlicc  of  those 
not  end  till  about  three  hundred  years  after  its  pro-  who  ti-aeli  it,  whidi  we  sec  every  day.  And  if  the 
mulgation,  that  is,  till  all  larther  scrutiny  into  the  |  powerful,  the  learned,  and  the  polite,  whose  proju- 
facts  was  equally  impossible  and  needless.  dices,  especially  against  any  thing  tliat  oiiginates 

Did  not  this  situation  of  things  most  strongly  in-  Iwitli  the  illitemte,  are  well  known  to  he  as  strong 
vite  all  persons  to  make  the  most  rigorous  inquiry  j  as  any  pn'judices  whatever,  would  not  read  or  think 
into  the  truth  of  the  facts  on  wliich  Christianity  was  {  seriously  on  the  suhjert  (which  was  evidently  the 
founded,  and  especially  that  of  the  resurrection  of  j  case  vviili  the  generality  of  the  Greek  and  Homan 
Jesus?  Would  not  all  the  five  hundred  as  long  |  philosrrphers,  and  other  persons  of  distinction  at 
as  they  lived  (and  according  to  Paul  many  of  them  1  that  time)  many  would  be  influenced  by  their  e.\- 
werc  living  in  the  year  b2,  and  the  apostle  John,  it  ample,  and  join  in  a  blind  opposition  to  what  they 
is  supposed,  did  not  »lie  till  about  K.  D.  !>0)  he  hail  never  considered,  from  imagining  that  it  was 
continually  speaking  of  it,  and  examined  concern-  not  woith  their  while  to  consider  it. 
ing  it.  This  would  certainly  be  the  case  if  any  Besides  all  this,  we  are  to  consider  the  groat 
such  event  had  happened  at  this  day,  and  human  numbers  who  were,  directly  or  indirer  tly,  interested 
nature  we  cannot  doubt  to  have  been  the  same  in  all  in  the  support  of  tlie  old  cstahlislu'd  systems  of  re- 
ages.  ligion,  who  would  feel  themselves  exasperated,  ami 

What,  then,  could  any  of  those  who  arc  now  nn-  therefore,  w  ithout  any  inquiry  into  tlie  merits  of 
believers  in  Christianity  have  done,  if  they  had  the  c.ase,  wouhl,  with  all  their  might,  oppose  the 
been  living  at  the  time  of  the  promulgation  of  it,  progress  of  the  new  religion.  Such  would  be  tiic 
more  than  other  believere  did,  who,  whatever  else  case  witli  many  persons  of  eminence  and  mfluence; 
they  might  do,  or  say,  could  not  discover  any  marks  and  the  lower  orders,  the  mob,  might  he  inflamed 
of  imposture.  No  other  facts  in  the  whole  compass  by  any  idle  tales.  This  is  nothing  more  than  the 
of  history,  we  may  safely  venture  to  assert,  ever  un-  common  fate  of  all  reformers,  and  all  reformations 
derwent  a  thousandth  part  of  the  investigation  that,  in  matters  of  religion.  It  flows  from  the  coininoii 
from  the  nature  of  the  circumstances,  (Acre  must  principles  of  human  nature,  which  are  the  same  iii 
have  done  ;  and.  what  is  of  particular  consequence,  all  ages,  and  which  operate  in  the  same  manner  in 
at  the  time  when  the  investigation  was  the  most  all  similar  circums  ances. 

ea^.  °  In  this  state  things  continued  as  long  as  thev 

Though  Jesiis  did  not  appear  in  public  after  his  possibly  could,  the  friends  and  the  enemies  of 
resurrection,  the  miracle  of  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Christianity  being  equally  interested  to  discover  the 
Spirit,  enabling  the  apostles  and  otlier  disciples  to  truth,  while  the  facts  were  at  all  recent,  and  most 
speak  iiiteligibly,  languages  which  they  had  not  been  easy  to  be  investigated  :  and  the  new  religion  e'ta- 
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blithed  itHcir  {^raduull y,  as,  if  fcMiiidod  on  truth,  and  i 
unaided  bv  power,  it  naturally  would  do  iiisurlij 
f  ircuinstaiices.  The  attention  of  the  mote  dis|ia!>- ' 
^iona^u  and  disinterested  w;ls  gradually  gained,  and  I 
ronrerts  were  in  time  made  of  some  men  of  learn- ; 
iiig,  who  weie  eapable  of  wailing  in  defence  of 
Cbristianiiy,  and  whose  writings  made  other  con- 
\frts,  both  philosophers  and  others. 

At  length  the  converts  to  Christianity  in  all  pla-  j 
ces,  and  especially  in  those  that  were  the  nearest  to 
the  scene  of  the  transactions,  were  so  numerous, 
that  the  old  religion  sunk  uito  general  contempt 
and  neglect;  and  in  less  thin  tlnee  hundred  years  I 
alter  the  promulgation  of  Cliiistianity,  we  see  that,  | 
notwith-standing  the  deep-rooted  attachment  of  all  j 
tlie  heathen  world  to  the  religion  of  their  iuicestors,  i 
Constantine  could  safely  iltclare  himsell  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  without  any  apprehension  from  his  competi¬ 
tors,  who  endeavored  to  avail  themselves  ol  that 
rircurastaiiee.  IS  one  of  them,  however,  were  able,; 
bv  this  means,  to  throw  any  considerable  obstacle  | 
in  his  way,  an<l  he  reigned  almost  in  |>eace,  anil  a 
longer  tunc  than  any  of  the  emperors  alter  Angus-, 
tus,  I 

This  is  a  clear  proof  of  the  pret  edutg  spread  ol 
Christianity,  and  of  the  hold  wliirh  it  hatl  got  on 
the  minds  of  the  people  in  general ;  and  this  was  in 
the  most  disadvantageous  circumstances  that  can 
be  imagined,  if  it  had  been  an  imposture.  Hut  this 
most  striking  evidence  of  the  truth  of  Christianity  | 
we  could  not  now  have  had,  if  the  evidence  ot  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  had  been  sutli,as  to  have  con¬ 
vinced  all  the  Jews,  and  all  the  world,  as  soon  as  be 
appeared.  What  had  been  the  nlo^t  NUtistactoiy  to 
(Arm  would  have  been  (from  the  nature  ol  the  thing) 
the  least  so  to  us. 

When  the  persecution  of  Christianity  began  the 
facts  on  which  it  was  founded  weie  recent,  so  that 
it  was  in  the  power  of  nien  of  sense  and  iiupiiry  to 
satisfy  themselves  concerning  them;  and  we  have 
seen  that  they  were  snlticicntly  intererted  so  to  do. 
But  if  one  wlurle  generation  should  have  been,  as 
we  say,  infotwiltd,  so  as  to  have  taken  up  the  be¬ 
lief  of  these  facts  without  any  sullicieut  reason,  the 
iic'wt  generation  might  have  been  scii'iblc  ol  this, 
and  have  made  more  diligent  search  (and  then  it 
VI ;is  not  too  late)  and  not  have  lliiovvn  away  their 
fortunes  and  their  lives  for  nothing,  as  tlu  ii  'fathers 
hud  done  before  them.  Hut  notwithstanding  this, 
every  inijuirv  ronti’-iued  to  make  more  eoincrt'. 
till,  witliout 'any  aid  tnmi  power,  ot  from  learning 
in  the  Ar>t  instance,  the  new  religion  completely  cs- 
taldishcd  itself  on  the  ruins  of  the  old,  and  was  em¬ 
braced  bv  persons  of  all  ranks  without  distinction, 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  jiliiiosopheis  and  the 
vulgar. 

If  all  this  could  take  place  vvith9ut  tlicre  heing 
any  truth  in  tlie  hUtory  of  tiie  mir.iclcs,  the  death, 
and  the  resurrection  ot  Jcsirs,  it  must  have  be*‘u 
more  extraordinary,  nay,  .strictly  speaking,  more 
miraculou',  than  those  events  themselves.  For 
Iminan  nature  was  the  same  then  that  it  is  now  ; 
and  that  men,  such  as  we  now  find  tliein  to  be, 
''.loiild,  ill  the  circumstances  iliat  I  have  now  des- 
I  ribed,  have  been  hupiessed  as  the  early  converts 
In  Christianity  were ;  that  they  sliouhl  have 
been  induced  to  believe  a  story  which  they  might 
easily  have  discovered  to  be  destitute  of  foundation, 
and  have  sacriticedso  much  as  they  did  to  their  be¬ 
lief,  niiLst  have  been  the  greatest  of  all  miracles ; 
no  natural  cause  being  adeijii.ate  to  such  an  elVect, 
It  must  also  have  been  so  stupendous  a  miiacie  (ope¬ 
rating  on  the  minds  of  men,  which  is  more  extraor¬ 
dinary  Uicui  any  effect  tlwi  Is  apparent  to  the  senses) 


without  any  rational  end  or  object.  Nay,  the  Di¬ 
vine  Heing  must  hare  wnniglit  this  miracle  with  no 
other  view  th.m  to  pii/zle  and  confound  his  crea¬ 
tures,  and  to  involve  some  of  the  most  deserving  of 
them  in  the  greatest  calamities.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  miracles  which  gave  birth  to  Christianity  had 
the  greatest  and  noblest  of  all  objects,  the  instruc¬ 
tion  and  reformatiun  of  the  world.  In  fact,  the 
proof  of  Chrirtianity  supplies  the  only  probable 
inctliod  of  accounting  for  pa^t  and  picsent  ajipear- 
nnres,  and  therefore  what  a  true  jihilosopher,  whose 
object  it  is  to  iiKpiire  into  the  muses  of  things,  will 
adopt,  in  prefeience  to  any  other. 

It  was,  however,  you  clearly  see,  of  the  greate>t 
advimtuge  to  the  evidence  of  the  truth  of  Cliristi.i- 
iiity  in  distant  ages,  that  the  bulk  of  the  Jewkh  na¬ 
tion  should  lium  the  heginuing  have  been  hostile 
toil;  while  at  the  same  time  the  belief  of  micIi 
numbers  of  them,  prejudiced  as  they  must  have 

been  against  it,  is  an  abundant  proof  of  its  tmth. _ 

Hut  when,  by  the  long  continued  enmity  of  the 
Jews  to  Christians,  it  shall  be  siilhciently  evident, 
that  it  was  no  scheme  of  that  nation  in  general,  and 
that,  so  far  from  giving  it  any  aid  in  its  infant  state, 
they  discoimtenanced  it  as  much  as  it  was  in  their 
power  to  do  it ;  if  ever  they  should  be  converted  to 
Christianity,  before  or  after  their  return  to  their 
own  country  (both  which  events  are  foretold  in  the 
Scriptures)  it  will  be  such  a  clear  tulfillmeiit  of 
prophecy,  as  it  seems  probable  th.it  no  power  of  in¬ 
credulity  will  be  able  to  resi.-,t;  and  then,  as  Paul 
says.  Hum.  xi.  lb.  Ij  the  casting  atcuy  of  the  Jews 
he  the  reromiling  of  the  world,  whot  shall  the  re- 
ceiringof  them  he,  but  life  from  the  dead  y 

1  shall  conclude  this  part  of  my  discourse  with 
observing,  that  the  tmth  of  Christianity  is  founded 
upon  plain  farts,  such  as  any  persons'  who  had  the 
Use  of  their  senses  might  be  judges  of.  Opinions 
of  other  kinds,  men  may  become  so  fully  persuaded 
of,  as  even  to  die  for  tliciii,  as  well  as  Christians 
have  done  for  their  religion ;  hut  then  the  nature 
and  groun  i  of  their  faith  have  been  dillerent ;  they 
having  been  cither  niitlled  by  an  implicit  faith  in 
persons  who  they  thought  coidd  not  mislead  them, 
Ol  by  reasoning  wrong.  That  .'Malioniet,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  or  Swedenborg,  bad  divine  nilssidns,  many 
might  be  induced  to  believe  on  their  own  confident 
assertions,  having  a  good  opinion  of  the  men  ;  or 
they  miglit  imagine  that  tlie  compiests  ol  Mahomet 
and  bis  tullowers  could  not  have  been  so  great  and 
so  rapid,  il  bis  pretensions  had  not  been  well  foun¬ 
ded.  Hut  is  tins  such  kind  of  evidence  as  that  on 
wliii  h  we  believe  Christianity;  which  neither  re¬ 
quires  ili.it  iiui'liclt  faith  be  given  to  any  person, 
nor  any  reasoning,  excejit  the  plainest  of  all,  liz, 
th.it  i;'any  person  do  such  works  as  (Jod  oiilv  could 
I  enable  biiii  to  do,  he  must  be  empowered  by  God 
I  to  <lo  them,  and  the  evidence  of  tlieir  own  senses 
I  that  such  works  were  done  ?  The  truth  of  ('hristi 
I  unity  rests  on  the  evidence  of  snch  visible  marks  of 
j  liivine  power  as  the  instant  curing  of  the  most  dan- 
I  geroiis  disoiders,  and  the  raising  of  per  ons,  and 
I  es|)o<  i  illy  of  Jesus  himself,  liom  a  state  ofactu.al 
I  death,  with  respect  to  which  men  vvho  had  onlv 
1  eyes,  ears,  and  other  natural  senses,  could  not  pos- 
I  sibly  be  deceived  ;  whereas  no  vi.iblc  miracle  of  *ny 
;  kind  was  so  much  as  pretended  to  by  cither  Maliu- 
I  iiivt  or  Swcfienborg. 

j  We  also  see  the  great  difierenee  of  the  ground  of 
I  belief  in  these  cases  in  the  time  that  was  requisite 
Uo  produce  their  elVert.  Mahoiiiet  was  several  years 
!  ill  persuading  any  besides  a  very  few  persons,  par¬ 
ticularly  connected  with  him,  and  who  kad  u  pros¬ 
pect  of  being  gainers  by  his  success,  of  his  divine 
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mission,  and  it  was  tliirtRen  years  before  he  had  that  order.  In  this  case,  tkt  firatmay  bt  last,  and 
followers  enough  to  vemure  to  take  the  field  with  the  bist  firat. 

them,  so  as  to  attack  a  caravan,  to  wliirh  they  were  An  Englishman,  for  example,  may  say,  and  plan¬ 
ted  bv  the  ho|)e  of  phiiidcr.  As  to  Swedenborg,  sibly  enough,  that  he  ought  to  understand  his  own 
though  he  died  several  years  ago,  his  followers  are  country,  before  he  explores  any  other.  But  it  may 
only  just  now  begiuniiig  to  make  themselves  eon-  hap|H'n  that  he  shall  be  carried  to  Asia,  Africa,  or 
spieiious.  Oil  the  contrary,  it  is  evident  that  Jesus  Amenca,  before  he  ran  have  seen  much  of  his  own 
might,  if  he  had  been  so  disposed,  have  mustered  count rv,  and  thereby  have  a  better  opportunity  of 
as  large  an  army  as  he  chose  within  a  month  or  two  exploring  them  than  his  own.  Or,  considering  tha 
after  he  appeared  in  a  public  character.  sun  as  the  centre  of  our  system,  he  might  fancy  that 

Some  are  so  incredidous  as  to  say,  tliat,  admit-  till  we  know  what  that  great  body  is,  it  is  absurd  to 
ting  all  the  facts  reritol  ill  the  gospel  histoiy,  viz.  give  much  attention  to  the  yi/oneO,  which  depend 
that  tho  apo-tlcs,  and  otliei  disciples  of  Jesus,  had  upon  it.  But  in  this  way  he  might  live  and  die 
no  doubt  of  his  resurrection,  and  that  their  previ-  without  acquiring  any  knowledge  of  them  at  all.— 
oils  iiicrediilit’’  was  overr oiiie  by  the  most  satisfac-  Even  the  several  propositions  in  geometry  may  be 
tory  evidence  ;  yet  that  it  was  more  probable  dial !  learned  in  a  very  ditferent  order,  as  the  different 
their  senses,  that  of  feeling,  as  well  as  those  of  sec-  |  treatises  on  that  branch  of  science  evince,  and  yet 
ing  and  hearing,  were  rc]>eatediy  imposed  upon,  |  be  all  equally  well  imdcrstood  at  the  last.  In  like 
than  that  there  should  have  been  a  proper  rcsiirrec- 1  inamier  may  men  attain  to  the  knowledge  of  God, 
tion  of  a  man  who  had  been  dead.  Hut  such  ade-  j  and  of  his  providence,  without  beginning  with  the 
ception  as  this  could  not  liave  been  elTected  with-  j  study  of  them. 

out  a  miracle;  and  for  what  end  coiihi  such  a  ini-  j  An  atheist  is  a  fierson  who  believes  that  there  is 
rarle  have  been  wroucht  ?  As  it  had  all  the  effect  no  Being  who  establisherl  the  present  order  of  na- 
of  a  real  resurrection,  it  is  liable  to  all  the  same  oh-  ■  tore,  but  that  all  things  have  alway  been  as  they  now 
jections,  and  therefoic  if  the  one  was  pniduced,  the  are,  and  that  all  deviations  from  this  order  are  ab- 
other  inii'ht  be  also.  soliitcly  impossible,  and  therefore  incredible.  I'on- 

Ifany  person  will  sav  either  that  the  appearniices  seqiiently,  any  clear  proof  of  an  actual  deviation 
recorded  in  tho  New  Testament  are  no  proots  of  a  from  this  order  of  nature  overturns  his  whole  sys- 
real  resurrection,  or  (which  has  also  been  said)  that  tern.  The  atheist  says  that,  since  we  must  suppu-o 
the  real  resurrei  lion  of  Jesus  would  be  no  proof  of  j  something  to  have  been  uncawnl,  we  may  just  as 
his  divine  mission,  and  of  the  truth  of  his  religion,  well  content  ourselves  with  saying  that  the  present 
so  that  wc  could  not  thence  infer  the  certainty  of,  visible  system  had  no  cause,  as  suppose  that  soine- 
oiir  own  resui  ret  tion,  they  must  be  so  constituted,  j  thing  still  greater  than  tliis  system,  anti  the  cause  of 
as  that  no  evidence  whatever  can  |)roducc  that  eon-  j  it,  had  no  cause  ;  since  by  ascending  higher,  we  get 
viction  in  th<'ii minds.  'I'lie  Ihvine  Ib  ing  himself .  no  nearer  to  the  solution  of  our  great  difficulty, 
(and  I  must  in  thi.  argiuiuMit  suppose  that  there  is  i  viz.  the  rutiae  q/"  trh<tt  riista.  But  the  proof  of 
such  a  Being)  could  not  do  it.  For  all  that  hr  could  i  any  miracle  is  decisively  in  favour  of  the  actual  ex- 
do  to  attest  tlie  divine  mission  of  aiiv  person  ivould  ,  istenee  of  a  power  unquestionably  almve  the  coni- 
oiily  be  his  enabling  Inin  to  woik  inirai  les,  or  to  do  |  mon  course  of  nature,  and  different  from  it.  Tin 
Mich  t'lings  as  only  he  himself,  the  author  of  nature,  is  no  less  than  a  demonstration,  that  the  reasoning 
could  do.  But  no  person,  in  tlic  age  of  the  ajms- 1  of  the  atheist,  however  s|)ecious,  is  in  fact  wrong; 
ties,  nr  any  subsequent  one,  ever  believed  the  fai  ts,  I  and  that,  dilficnlt  as  it  may  be  to  conceive  the  self- 
and  doubted  the  conclusion  ;  so  tint  the  miiacles  |  e.'tistence,  as  we  say,  of  a  Being  greater  than  the 
were  fully  adequate  to  the  purpose  of  them;  and  I  visible  universe,  such  a  Being  certainly  docs  exist, 
since  :dl  men  arc,  no  doubt,  constituted  alike,  the  '  I  shall  endeavour  to  make  this  argument  still  plainei 
present  objectors  must  be  under  the  influence  of  a  hy  an  illustration. 

prejudice  that  nothing  can  overcome,  and  thii  must ;  Let  a  person  unacquainted  with  clocks,  watches, 
be  a  rase  exactly  siiiiilai  to  ins.iuily.  |  and  other  inaehines,  be  introduced  inio  a  room 

I  now  proceed  to  shew  that  the  solution  of  such  i  containing  many  of  tliein,  all  in  regular  motion. — 
ditliciiltics  as  these,  respecting  tlie  truth  of  Ttvr.nled  ,  He  sees  no  maker  of  these  machines,  a  iid  knows 


rrli^m,  may  assist  those  w  ho  have  similar  difliciil- 1  nothing  of  their  internal  stnicture;  and  as  he  sees 
tics  with  res|iect  to  fuiturul  rc/ig/on  ;  and  all  great  I  them  all  to  move  with  perfect  regularity,  he  may 
moral  tnitlis  have,  directly  or  indirectly,  a  connex-  say,  on  the  principles  of  the  atheistical  system,  that 
ion  with  each  other.  |  they  are  uwformdu,  or  self-moving  machines;  and 

Now  it  seems  to  he  impossible  for  any  person  to  I  so  long  as  all  these  machines  continue  in  regular 
be  convinced  by  historical  evidence  (which  is  the  mnotion,  and  he  know .s  nothing  of  the  making  of 
most  intelligible  of  all  evidence  whatever)  of  the  mi-  j  them,  or  the  winding  of  tliem  up,  this  theory  may 
racles,  the  death,  and  resurrection  of  Christ,  and  appear  |)lansiblc. 

at  the  same  time  to  have  any  doubt  of  the  being  But  let  ns  suppose  that,  coming  into  this  room 
and  the  providence  ot  God.  Iiccanse  the  one  evi-  again  and  again,  and,  alw.iys  attending  to  the  ma- 
dently  implies  the  other.  If  (  'hiist  actually  wrought  chines,  he  shall  fiml  one  of*  them  much  out  of  or- 
miracles,  and,  after  dying,  rose  from  the  dead,  there  dcr,  and  that  at  length  its  motion  shall  intircly  cease; 
must  have  been  a  power  that  enabled  him  so  to  do;  hut  that  after  continuing  in  this  state  some  time,  he 
and  this  must  have  been  an  intelligent,  or  a  design-  shall  again  find  it  in  perfect  order,  moving  as  regii- 
ing,  and  a  benevolent  power,  the  laws  of  nature  !  larly  as  ever.  Will  he  not  then  conclude  that  sonic 
having  been  chanired  lor  great  and  good  purposes,  person,  whom  he  lias  not  seen,  but  probably  the 
It  is  in  vain  for  any  person  to  say,  as  some,  bow-  maker  of  the  machines,  had  been  in  the  room  in  his 
ever,  have  done,  that  till  we  be  satisfied  with  re-  absence  ?  The  restoration  of  motion  to  the  disor- 


spcct  to  tlie  being  of  a  God,  which,  in  tlie  order  of !  dered  machine  would  impre.ss  his  niuid  with  the 
nature,  is  the  first  of  all  relicions  truths,  it  is  to  no  j  idea  of  a  maker  of  them  in  a  much  more  forcible 
purpose  to  inquire  into  the  evidence  of  Christianity,  manner  than  his  observing  the  regular  constniction. 
For  though  it  be  nio^t  ronvenient  to  teach,  and  to  |  and  uniform  motion.  It  must  convince  him  of  llie 
ronaidrr,  any  system  of  truths  in  a  certain  order,  existence  of  some  person  capable  of  regulating, 
tile  rfijcogfri/ of  them  is  altogether  independent  of  |  and  therefore  probably  of  tnakhig,  tliese  m;'* 
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chines,  whether  he  should  ever  see  thu  person  or 
not. 

Thus  do  miracles  prove  the  existence  of  a  God 
in  a  shorter  and  more  satisfactory  manner  than  the 
observation  of  the  uninterrupted  course  ol  naUiie. 
If  there  be  a  beini;  who  can  cmtrmU  the  course  ol 
nature,  there  must  be  oncwlto  otigiiially  eat'  hli3h- 
ttd  it,  ill  whatever  dilficulty  we  way  still  be  left  with 
respect  to  his  nature,  and  the  manner  ol  his  exis¬ 
tence.  We  are  compelled  by  a  greater  difliculty  to 
admit  a  less,  though  acknowledged  tube  great.  At 
all  events,  we  see  in  miiacles  that  there  certainly 
exists  a  Being  snperioi  to  ourselves,  or  any  thing 
that  is  the  object  of  uur  senses. 

And  thus  ts  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  plan  of  Divine  Providence,  in  ordering  that 
the  laws  of  natute  should  n«»t  always  proceed  without 
interniption,  but  in  providing  that  the  attention  ol 
mankind  should  sonietiines  be  at'Csted  by  lyiiacu- 
Ipus  events :  since  they  ate  eminently  c.dculated  to 
lead  the  minds  of  men' to  the  consideration  ol  a  su¬ 
perior  Being,  as  the  cause  of  all  event*,  ordinary 
and  extraordinary.  Thus  also  is  evident  the  lolly 
and  ig  no  lance  of  those  who  think  all  iniracnlous 
events  to  lie  so  absurd  as  to  be  m  their  own  nature 
incredible,  and  therefore  that  no  evidence  in  their 
favour  can  deserve  the  least  attention.  11  the  reve¬ 
rence  of  mankind  for  their  Maker  be  ol  any  use,  or 
of  any  conserjiience  to  their  happiness,  which  un¬ 
doubtedly  it  IS  occasional  miracles  have  the  greatest 
propriety,  and  therefore  great  antecedent  credibili¬ 
ty,  though  all  the  purticulai  facts  require  vtiry  cir- 
cumstaiuial  evidence,  because  they  are  not  ol  fre¬ 
quent  occurrence. 

I  now  come  to  draw  some  practical  inferences 
from  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus. 

Such  is  the  evidence  of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus, 
exclusive  of  the  general  evidence  of  Christianity,  or 
of  the  miracles  of  Jesus,  and  those  of  the  apostles 
after  him,  which  are  abo  another  conlirination  ol 
the  truth  of  this  one  great  event.  And,  surely,  it 
appeals  that  the  circumstances  attending  the  resur¬ 
rection  of  Jesus  were  so  ordered  by  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  that  it  b  not  in  the  power  of  man  to  imagine 
any  change  in  them  that,  according  to  the  known 
laws  of  evidence,  would  make  it  more  credible  than 
it  is  with  respect  to  distant  ages.  Every  objection 
that  has  hitherto  been  made  to  thb  evidence  has 
led  to  a  more  rigorous  examination  of  the  circuin- 
stanees ;  and  the  eoiiseqiience  of  this  has  always 
been  an  addition  of  light  upon  the  evidence  and  a 
greater  confirmation  of  it.  We  are  theiefore  abun¬ 
dantly  authorized  to  consider  our  faith  as  founded 
Uf)on  n  rock,  which  no  future  objection  will  be  able 
to  shake. 

Since,  therefore,  we  may  consider  it  as  a  certain 
and  iimpicstioiiable  faet,  that  Christ  is  risen  from 
the  dead,  we  may  likewise,  with  the  apostles,  consi¬ 
der  him  as  the  Jirst  fruits  of  them  thmt  sleep,  or 
that  his  tesuriection  is  a  pledge  and  assurance  of 
our  own,  w  hich  it  is  the  great  object  of  Christianity 
to  enforce.  Christ  is  called  the  Jirst  fruits,  and 
these  are  the  forenmners  of  a  genend  hat  vest.  .'^- 
tenvnrds,  says  the  apostle,  they  that  are  Christ  s, 
at  his^comintf.  For  Christ  has  only  left  the  present 
scene  for  a  time.  If  there  be  any  truth  in  the  facts, 
the  evidence  of  which  has  now  been  laid  before 
you,  be  will  certainly  come  again,  and  that  with 
power  and  threat  glory,  to  raise  the  dead,  and  to 
give  unto  every  man  according  to  his  works. 

Let  us,  therefore,  iny  Christian  brethren,  be  con¬ 
tinually  looking  for  this  great  event,  this  great  ilay 
of  God,  as  it  is  sometimes  called.  For  to  all  of  ns 
it  is  nigh,  even  at  the  doors.  Long  as  the  sleep  of 


death  may  really  be,  it  will  apfiear  to  us  to  be  only 
a  niument.  In  deatliwe,  as  it  were,  only  shut  our 
eyes  upon  this  world,  and  inimediately  open  them 
in  another,  with  tlie  brightest  and  most  gloiious 
piospects,  if  our  conversation  has  been  such  as  be¬ 
comes  the  gos|)el,  but  with  the  must  gloomy  and 
drcarlful  ones,  if  this  great  light  hath  come  into  the 
the  irorLl,  and  we  hare  loved  da rkness  rather  than 
light,  ber  iuse  our  deeds  were  evil. 

The  mere  prufe'sion  of  I'liri-tianity  will  avail  us 
nothing,  nay  much  less  than  nothing,  because  it 
lays  ns  under  stronger  obligations  to  a  virtnoiis  life, 
and  therefore  will  aggravate  unrcundeiniiation  if  we 
do  not  live  as,  by  ranking  with  i'firistians  we  pro¬ 
fess  to  live.  Better,  far  better,  would  it  be  fur  us, 
at  the  day  of  judgment,  to  be  able  to  say  we  had 
never  hcaid  ol  Christ,  than  naming  the  name  of 
I  (  h  fist,  or  profes'iiig  his  religion,  not  to  have  been 
Uherebv  led  to  depart  from  iniquity,  snd  to  be  to 
him  a  pe  uUar  people  zealous  of  good  works. 

Chrisuanity  is  much  less  to  be  considered  as  a 
system  of  doctrines,  than  as  a  nile  of  practice.  Nay, 
tlic  doctrines  themselves  (the  chief  of  which  Is  that 
I  of  a  future  state  of  letrihntion)  have  no  other  ob- 
I  jeet  than  the  regulation  of  onr  lives.  What  the  great 
idntie>  of  the  Christian  life  aie,  we  are  all  snthcient- 
ly  acrpiaintcd  with.  They  are  comprehended  in 
jtwo  great  precepts,  the  first  of  which  is  the  love  of 
I  Gu'l  with  all  onr  heaits,  implyint’  an  iiitire  and 
I  cheerful  devotedness  to  his  will,  m  doing  and  in 
suti'ering,  in  life  and  in  death.  And  the  second  b 
the  loving  of  uiir  ueighbunr  us  ourselves,  implving  a 
readiness,  in  all  cases,  to  do  to  others  as  we  should 
think  it  right  that  they  should  do  to  us.  We  should 
all  habitually  consider  one  another  as  brethren,  the 
I  children  of  the  same  great  universal  parent,  the  care 
[of  the  same  benevolent  providence,  as  training  up 
in  the  same  school  of  moral  discipline  here,  and  as 
heirs  together  of  the  same  glorious  hope  of  eternal 
life  hereafter. 

To  fit  Us  for  these  devotional  .and  social  duties, 
we  should  also  he  careful  to  exercise  a  cmistant  go¬ 
vernment  over  onr  appetites  and  passions,  that,  as 
the  apostle  says,  we  niav  preserve  ourselves  as  the 
unpolluted  temples  of  tke  spirit  of  God. 

Thus,  my  Christian  brethren,  knowing  our  duty, 
happy  shall  we  be  if  we  do  it :  that  when  onr  Lord, 
after  his  long  absence,  shall  letiini  to  take  an  at- 
I  count  of  his  servants,  when  our  eyes,  and  evertf  eye 
I  shall  see  him,  tre  nuty  have  confidence,  and  not  be 
las/uimed  befiore  him  at  his  coming ;  but  having  du¬ 
ly  improved  the  talents  committed  to  each  of  us, 
niav  hear  from  his  month  the  jovfnl  sentence, 

done  good  and  faithful  servants,  enter  ye 
into  the  joy  of  your  iMrd." 

rOR  THE  EVAXCELICAL  REPOSITORT. 

Mr.  F.ditor — 

I  am  one  of  that  das*  who  maintain,  that  a  man's 
conduct  is  materially  influenced  by  his  religious  faith 
and  opinion.  'I’be  principle,  tliat  Faith  influences 
practice,  1  believe,  holds  gootl  universally.  It  is  said 
by  some,  that  it  matters  not  what  any  one  l>elieves,  if 
his  life  is  right.  This  may  in  a  degree,  he  true;  but 
I  think  it  amounts  to  little  more  than  saying,  that  a 

virtuous  life  is  evidence  of  correct  principles _ That  a 

man  may  have  a  dead  laith,  or  a  laith  which  may  not 
manifest  itself  in  his  conduct,  immediately,  I  am  not 
disf)Osed  to  deny.— Hut  if  it  be  a  faith,  any  way  con- 
nectssl  with  hit  real  or  supposed  hajipiness,  here  or 
hereafter,  it  will  not  always  remain  dormant,  but  soon¬ 
er  or  later,  its  influence  will  be  manifest,  and  the  fruiU 
thereof  be  good  or  bad,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
faidi. 


EVANGIU.ICAL  REPOSITOllV. 


Experience  has  tau'ht  us,  that  a  religious  faith,  of  |  UniitrsaUtm.  Calrinum. 

all  others,  is  least  likely  long  to  remain  ileaii  ami  iiiuc-  Religion,  pure  and  un-|  “Religion  u  to  believe 

live.— History  has  given  us  proof  of  italic. —  It  has  defiled  before  Clod,  is  tu’iii  endles^i  misery  and  total 
shown  us,  tlmt  under  Its  iuflueis'e  wives  Its  ve  tortured  visit  the  widows  and  fa-ldeprarity  ;  to  join  the 
themselves  on  tlie  funeral  pile  of  tlieir  husbands,  vo-  thcrless  in  distress,  relieve  church,  go  to  meeting  sun- 
luntary  victims,  have  writhed  in  agony  tieneath  the  their  wants,  and  keep  un*ldays,  and  say  kimily  pray* 
car  ol  Jngg  rnaut,  and  the  blood  of  the  unUsppy  sul-  inilluteJ  from  the  world,”  |ers  uight,  anil  morning.'’ 
ferer  has  gushed  fioni  liis  veins,  under  the  merciless'  •' Religion's  ways  are'  ••Religion’s  ways,  we 
lash  of  the  inluriated  Spanish  Inquisitors.  I  ways  ol  pleasuulncss,  and  hope  will  be  pleasant  here- 

From  considerations  of  this  kmJ,  I  think  is -een  the  pca..e.”jafter,  for  at  present  theie 

necessity  of  having  correct  Faith,  and  I  loctrine-*,  and  w  ii"'” 

of  closely  ex;umiaiig  itito  Uieir  iiMiral  leu  loncy,  hefore  .  .<  r 

aj  o  ,  ,  s  ‘^\ll  nienare  sinnen^and.  ‘‘All  men  uto  aiuner'- 

we  embrace  Ihetn.  Among  ibe  dill  reni  view?  enter-  ,,  .  ,  .s.irsiuiwwi  Tssr  ««  i  •w-  «  i  •  i  'i 

,  .  I  ®  .  .  *  III-  iiMi'i  te  punisheu  lorianii  cle^ferre  to  be  nuiusheJ 

tamed  by  the  vanoui  denomnmtiojn*  ol  lu.de-fcH.lLhns-  ,i.^  .  ,i  i  .  /•  *1  *•  i  n  r 

1  1  /I  t  .  II'  I  .  theif  evil  dpoils ;  (<od  will!  with  the  pains  ot  hell  fnr- 
tiaiis,  those  received  by  (  alviiir>ls  and  L  ni » maalibts,  -  •  ,  .  1 

are  many  of  them  diaiat-lncallv  o,  posed  to  ent  li  other.  „  ■*  ^  *  If  i 

This  being  the  ca-c,  the  L’niveV-airst  o.  CaU  i.u-l  must  i 

be  wrong  in  those  particulars.  My  obj.-ct,  ...  this  they  dje.lhe  mostabando,.- 

commiiuication  IS,  io  p.ace  some  ol  the  articles  of  Fa.  ill  I  all”*  '***  ** 

mid  Docfr.uc,  taught  and  believed  by  boll,  denomma*  |  ,,  Goodness  of  (lod  “  ••  The  fear  of  endless  mi* 

nal.o...,u.con  rHs  1^  leal.lh  men  to  repent  isery,  leadeth  the  elect  to 


'  Religion,  pure  and  un-j  ••  Religion  is  to  believe 
led  before  Clod,  is  to'iii  endless  misery  and  total 


we  embrace  them. 


tamed  by  the  various  denomnmt.ons  ol  pi.-fe-.e  1  Cd.ns-  ^  •  - 

tians,  those  received  by  (  alvi.i.Ms  and  L ... .  .MsabsU,  guil-'ever,  but  if  tlicy  , 

are  many  ol  them  Jianiclricaily  o,  posed  to  e.i<  li  oilier.  I  „  *  If  1  i  i 


so  that  impartial  minds  may  the  more  easily  judge  ol 
them,  and  test  tlieir  correctness,  and  moral  Icndeiicy, 
by  the  Scriptures,  and  common  .sense. 


Hui:e.  repentance.” 

••  I'his  is  a  faithful  say-  ••This  is  a  faithful  say¬ 
ing  and  Worthy  ol  all  ac-  ing  and  worthy  the  accep- 


Havingboen  instructed  in  tiic  CalvinisUc  fadh  and  ceplatiou,  thal  C.'hrist  di-  tance  of  sunie|  that  Cdirist 
doctrines  by  a  kind  anl  iiidulg' ut  Fatlier,  Iron,  my  i  i-.l  i,ir  sinners,  ol  wiiom  1  died  for  the  elect,  of  whom 
youth,  and  generally  a  rocnaling  vvilh  believers  there-  J  an.  duel.  1  am  oue.” 

iii,it  is  not  to  be  oieK  red  al.il  1  shoul  l  munutsl  some  •  ••God  t  e  ni  Tciful  to  me'  ••  1  thank  the  Lord  of 
prejudices  in  their  la vor.  I  line,  tiie  great  liestro}  cr,  n  siuner.’’  Heavan  and  earth,  thal  I 

•oeini  but  more  strongly  to  mfii,  and  tmllow  n  Uie  ;  lam  not  as  other  men  are,  or 

memory,  impressions  ol  hoyliool  .in.l  yontli.  1  have!  |even  as  this  publican.” 

endeavored,  however,  as  Ur  ai  I  liave  been  able,  to  “  Pliall  we  fin  because  Calvi.iisni,  In  l'act,^‘Shall 
exhibit  some  of  the  lead. ng  teiicis  ol  each  denomina- !  grnce  doth  abound?  God  we  sin  because  all  men  are 
tion  in  their  true  light.  Us  1  have  learned  Itom  their  ;  |.irb..l.  How  shall  they  lobe  saved?  Yea,  verily, 
profession,  and  their  conduct.  How  tar  I  have  sue- '  who  arc  .lea  l  to  sin,  livelthe  way  of  the  transgressor 
ceedeJ,  1  leave  for  the  candid  to  dclcrmme.  ,  any  longer  liicrein  ?"’  |is  easy,  and  if  any  ]mnish- 

I  nient,  save  endless  misery, 

Vntvcrsulism,  Cxtliitustn,  j  ^cait  alone  for  the  plfHsures 

“  Cod  if  no  Respecter  of  I  “(ioil  bus  elecl-.d  some  i  ,ul  sin,  we  will  continue  to 


persons.”  to  eii-r.iul  hupiuness  aiid,j 

re,  rolinted  otlieis,  to  e. id¬ 
les-  misery.”  I 

“  God  will  have  all  men  ••(iod  will  have  the  elect  : 
to  be  saved,  and  come  to  to  be  saved,  an  1  t  ome  to  j 
the  knowledge  of  the  the  knowledge  of  the  truth;  I 
truth.”  ®"d  will  have  reprobate*  ! 

*8ent  to  hell.” 

“Christ  is  the  Saviour  ••Christ  is  the  Saviour! 
of  the  world-and  especial- of  the  elect,  and  especially  | 


roll  the  sweet  morsel  under 
lour  longues.” 

I  “  Calvinism  refined” — 
(“Shall  we  sin  because  gruco 
jduth  abound.’  No,  we  who 
are  born  again,  shull  not,  to 
lie  sure,  but  then,  our  un- 
jrcgeiieiate  sinful  neighbors 

••  Tlum  Hypocrite  !  first  ••  Tliou  Reprobate  !  how 


ly  ol  those  thal  believe.”  of  those,  ihat  believe  in  cast  the  beam  out  of  thine  darest  thou  say  any  thin 
endless  ui.serv  '’  '  '  "”■*  '  •' — **  -- . —  <i.-  - 1  .  -  r.. 


own  eye,  and  then  thou  against  l!ie  iiie.Tiberi  of  the 


“Christ  shall  destroy  •'Mii,  nor  the  Devil, •hi.ll  shall  see  clearly  to  pull  I’httrch?  It  had  l.'eeii  well 

sin,  and  him  thal  hath  the. ever  he  destroyed  ;  but  the  the  mole  out  of  thy  bro-  for  thee,  had  a  millstone 

power  of  sin,  even  the  De-jDevil  shall  hold  divided  .  ther’s  eye,”  been  hung  to  Ihy  neck,  and 

Yil  n  ,  empire  with  God  to  all  e- 1  thou  been  east  into  the  sea, 

ternity.”  i  h.’fore  thou  hadst  otfendej 

“Atthenaine  of  Jesus  ••\ly  friends.  1  undcr'tanJ  |  one  oil  hese  little  ones.” 

every  knee  shull  bow,  and  there  is  a  religion  abroad,  |  ‘'Teach  me  to  fctl  anolh-j“  Tcacii  me  to  sec  another’s 
every  tongue  conf'-ss  to  that  teaches,  that  all  men  j  er's  woe,  wiong, 

the  rlorv  of  Cod  the  Fa-  shall  be  saved  ;  but,  Rrtlli-  To  hide  the  fault  I  sc"  ;  [To  hide  the  guilt  I  feel. 


ther,  and  surely  shall  say.  ren,  we  hope  for  belter  |  The  mercy  1  to  others  G»ve  me  the  swce‘oi  of  sin 

in  the  Lord  have  I  righ't-|tliings.’ •  I  show,  j  below, 

eousnesf  and  strength.”  .  I  That  mercy,  show  to  rr.e.”iThcn  take  to  Zion's  hill.” 

••  Faith  coinelh  by  hear-  “  F  a’.th  corr.olh  by  fpc- |  However  the  above  articles  may  suit  either  party,  1 
ing,  and  hearing  by  the  cial  grace,  and  special  grace  am  confident,  tliat  the  candid,  wiil  allow  them  to  be 
Word  of  CiOsl.”  [i'y  Ibe  |  artiality  ol  tioJ,  I  true  in  theory,  and  true  in  practice,  us  applied  to 

■  througli  the  medium  of  each.  '  W.  S.  T 

praycr-mecliugs  and  revi- !  Troy,  Jan’y,  11128. 


“Faith  workelhhy  lovel  ”  Faith  worketh  by  f'ar, 
and  purifies  the  heart.”  and  is  imputed,  or  siihstitu- 


/’n'lfe  frequently  assumes  the  garb  of  hnmililff,  be¬ 


lted,  for  good  works,  and  u  j  cause  it  is  the  more  gratified  in  being  mistaken  lor  su 
[pure  heart.”  j  noble  a  virtue, 

■  j  He  that  openly  tells  hu  friends  all  that  he  thinks  of 

♦The  pious  effusions  of  a  derout  orthodox  Deacon,  them,  must  expect  that  they  will  secretly  tell  his  ene- 
in  Vermont.  ’  luics  much  tliat  they  do  not  think  of  hini. 


FA’  A  NO  E I .IC  A  L  R  E  POS I  TOR  Y, 
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r.vANasi.xcAZ.  nisposxTORy.  , 

Trot,  S^tirpay,  Fmiwabv  ,10  lOiO. 

Hopr>ci,  r.f  M. — Thr  II.  I.  Rt-ligioiiA  Mcs- 1 

»«'iij{rr  lor  llie  ‘2.ith  iilt.  r  intiiiiiJ  rxtidct*  ol'  a  Irtlcr —  | 
Iroua  M.Yverliill,  Tliis  Irller  giv*s  an  ncconnt  i 

of  are  viral  of  roligioii  in  llavrrhiil.  From  among  the 
‘rvfral  cxtrartJ,  we  tird  and  jrloct  the  followin;;  jrn- 
(pnce:  “The  whole  mitnher  of  hopeful  conrerta  of  thia  ' 
work  It  43.  Jr'oine  wore  “  i'nivtraaint*,"  and  other?  j 
“Deist?.*’  The  reailer  of  the  extrarts  will  rtidily 
diaeover,  either  that  tlie  original  writer  of  the  letter, 
or  the  etlitor  of  the  Me^songar,  or  both,  supposed  it 
of  more  importance  that  Lhiivcr*aliata  beronne  “auh- 
jeela’’of  their  religious  nolioii*,than  tliat  'Deists’  shouhl, 
seeing  the  word  “  L’nirmalisls"  was  written  in  Ita- 
jes  to  render  it  emphattcal;  to  arrest  the  attention  and 
excite  the  prejudice  of  the  reader,  wherra?,  the  wonl 
“  Deists”  was  not  rendered  cmihatick  by  this  mean®. 
Superficial  thinkers,  and  people  ignorant  ot  the  class 
of  Christians  called  Universali‘t5,  would  suppose  by 
this,  and  similar  aceouiits,  that  they  did  not  cherish  the 
ehristian  hope;  but  m  order  that  they  might  have  a 
consolatory  hope,  they  must  helieve  in  the  endless  ^ 
wretchedners  of  one  half  or  more,  of  our  race.  That  j 
certainly  must  be  a  dehision,  which  shiiuld  induce! 
any  one  to  suppose  that  their  foundation  of  confidence  i 
in  heaven  would  be  greater,  by  believing-  that  it  is  ! 
pmsible  they  might  never  be  happy  there.  [ 

The  time  is  fast  approaching,  when  the  ridiculous! 
stutr  concerning  Universalisls  (those  worthy  the  name)  , 
becoming  “hopeful  subjects”  will  he  viewed  as  it, 
should  be,  in  utter  ahhorence,  by  every  [lerson  who  | 
has  the  spirit  of  ^‘hrist.  IV hose  hope  can  be  stronger  | 
than  his. who  confides  in  tlio  Revelation  of  fio»l — who, 
believes  in  future  life  and  immortality;  and,  who  looks  ! 
with  steady,  untiring  eye,  on  the  promised  era,  when 
“all  things  shall  be  reconciled  to  (lod.**  j 

The  editor  of  the  Aiiti-Universalist  requests  the  j 
editor  of  this  paper  to  correct  svhat  he  calls  a  “  mis-  ' 
statement,”  w  hich  was  published  in  a  former  .\o.  and 
taken  from  the  ((’lardiiier)  Ch.  Intelligencer.  "The 
misstatement”  appertains  to  the  account  given  in  a 
letter  to  the  editor  ot  the  Ch.  Intelligencer,  of  the  ad- 
Tincement  of  Zion’s  cause  in  Union,  Me.  and  that  part 
of  it  which  states  that  formerly  there  were  17  patrons 
of  the  Anti-Uuiversalist,  but  now,  only  2. —  I  he 
number  of  its  patrons,  according  to  said  paper,  is  now 
18,  in  the  above  mentioned  town.  There  is  at  least  a 
mistake  somewhere,  for  which,  neither  myself  nor  the 
editor  of  the  Ch.  Intelligencer,  is  accountable. 

Dedication. —  I'he  lledication  of  the  Universalist 
Church  at  Middleville,  N.  .U  took  place  on  Friday, 
tlie  l«t  inst.  VV'e  learn  from  the  Olive  Branch,  that 
the  Rev.  Abner  Kueclaiid  preached  the  dedicatory 
Sermon. 


roR  THE  EVANr.EI.H  AI.  REPOSITORT. 

.Vlr.  I  Editor. — Whereas  a  false  r«*port  is  in  cir- 
nilation  roneemini  a  young  man  who  recently 
died  at  the  lionse  of  Mr.  F.  Prescott,  in  thUcity,  it 
t  nenmlient  on  me  to  niHlecci'.e  Uie  public  in  re- 
ganl  to  tiie  above  nientioncil  re|)oirt.  The  report 
eirrnlafcH,  and  by  some  greedily  beliei-ed,  is,  that 
the  said  youiic  man  had,  for  some  time  previous  to 
his  death,  believed  the  doctiiiic  of  Universalism, 
blit  will  n  on  bis  death  bod,  renoiinrcd  it,  and 
said— '•  I  niiersalisiii  is  a  good  doctrine  to  live  by, 
but  a  poor  siippoit  in  the  dying  hour.” 

Till-.  e-in  not  be,  so,  for  two  reasons. — 1st,  I  was 
,  w  iilihim  during  the  evening,  and  .at  the  time,  ho 
j  died. —  I  lii'  ird  no  sin  h  tliinc;  nor  can  I  barn  that 
.iiiv  (>l  the  family,  or  persons  present,  did. 

I  \\  In  n  he  heeaiiie  sensible  of  th.c  near  ajiproach 
.  of  deiih.  In-  asked  me  what  I  ihoeght  "would  ho 
;  hi-,  roinlilion  in  another  world,  slinidd  he  then  bo 
t.ik*  n  iiw.iv.”  I  rcplieil,  he  well  knew  what  my 
laitii  was  concerning  the  future  state.  I  told  him 
j  I  thought  his  condition  would  he  better  there  than 
'  here. — About  two  bonis  before  he  expired,  another 
'  per-oii  (-omiiirnced  eonversation  with  him  bv  ask- 
I  iiig  liim  “  it  lie  tluni^lit  lie  ever  should  pet  well  ?” 

I  lie  s.iiil."no."  Me  was  then  asked  “what  he  thought 
1  bis  condition  wonid  be,  were  he  t.aken  awav  in  his 
sins Vinl  if  -’he  did  not  wish  Dr.  L— — to  pray 
with  him.-''  Ills  answer  was  ‘•yes.’’  The  Dr. praved 
ably  and  I'crventiv — after  him.  another  person  pr.iy- 
ed  with  him. — Tlien  he  pia_\ed  u  few  moments 
liimsell  .  Several  (piesrions  weie  then  esked  him, 
vi/.  “it  he  should  lire  wickedly — and  break  the 
Sabbath  as  he  had  ilone,  should  be  live  ?”  He  repli¬ 
ed,  “he  thonttht  he  should  not.”  The  question 
was  then  asked,  “  it  he  tliuiiKlit  he  slionld  warn  his 
companions  to  be  prepared  for  death?”  He  ans¬ 
wered  ill  tlie  adirmative;  hut  nothing  was  said  about 
I’niversalism. —  ildly.  Having  been  a  shop-mate 
with  him.  I  should  have  known,  as  well  as  others, 
had  he ner  piofpssed  to  helieve  the  doctrine;  hit 
I,  and  others,  have  heard  him  frequently,  offer  bit¬ 
ter  reproat  lies  aeainst  the  faith,  and  against  them 
wholii'Mit;  and  when  I  hate  endeavored  to  shew 
him  the  rt  ison  why  I  thus  htlietcd,  hewunld  curse 
the  ortritie. 

It  does  not  appeal  likely  that  a  young  man,  who 
when  in  health  shonld  "say  all  manner  of  ctil 
things"  against  a  particular  faith,  woehl  be  likely  to 
have  it  to  i-cnoiince  on  a  sjek  bed. 

Yours,  See. 

J.  S.  P. 

Troy,  N.  V,  Feb.  1-th  18-28. 

■  .New  VI  eetinc.  Mocse.—  Wc  learn  that  the  Uni- 
,  versali«t  SiKoety  in  Livermore,  (.Me.)  eonteniplate 
'  erecting  n  neV  and  elegant  house  of  worship  in  that 
^  town  the  eastiing  *ea*on. — f  'fi.  Inirl. 

The  QrARTEHi.Y  Co.N-»f.RE.scE  of  Univerialirt 
!  Ministers  convened  ogreeahly  to  previous  notice,  in 
'  Attleborough,  Mass,  on  the  iJi.l  ult.  Three  discours- 
I  cs  w-ere  dedivered,  by  Rr?.  N.  Wright,!*.  Dean,  of 
Doston,  and  f).  I’ickeriug.  The  servic''?  were  listened 
to  with  great  attention,  and  those  who  attended,  ap- 


The  HosmnUniversalist  VUga/ina  is  to  be  enlarged  .  I-l'*a?ed.-CA.  Telarnpe. 


at  the  commencement  of  the  next  V  ol. 


The  Rev.  E.  Case,  Jr.  is  to  commence  a  work  soon, 
similar  to  Ure  (lospel  Preacher,  edited  hy  the  Rev,  D. , 
I’ickaring,  of  Providence,  R.  1,  The  Prospectus  for. 
■which  will  be  inserted  in  the  nex’  ^o  of  tl.i?  paper 


N.  B.  The  eomrauiiiration  received  from  Canaan, 
N,  Y.  will  be  published  in  our  next. 

T^The  falroii* « 'tiiis  paper  w  i'd  remember — 


i 


EVANGELICAL  REPOSITORY 


“  I’ll  juide  thee  and  guard  thee  below, 

“  And  soon  will  remove  thee  od  high.” 

Go  publish  to  sinners  around, 

(“  That  they  may  be  willing  to  come,) 
’*The  mercy  that  now  you  have  found, 

**  And  tell  them  that  yet  there  is  room.' 

“Oh,  sinners  the  message  obey  ! 

“  No  more  vain  excuses  pretend ; 

“  But  come  without  further  delay, 

“  To  Jesus,  your  brother  and  friend.” 


The  following  interesting  and  beautiful  lines,  were 
written  by  the  Rev.  Elhanan  Winchester — Preacher 
of  the  Universal  Restoration. 

JOSEPH  AND  HIS  BRETHREN— A  TYPE  OF 
CHRIST  AM)  THE  HUMAN  FAMILY. 
When  Joseph  his  brethren  beheld. 

Afflicted  and  trembling  with  fear. 

His  heart  with  compassion  was  filled  ; 

From  weeping  he  could  not  forbear. 

A  while  his  behaviour  was  rough, 

To  bring  their  past  sins  to  their  mind  ; 

But  when  they  were  humble  enough,  I 

He  hastened  to  show  himsell  kind. 


DIED, — In  this  city,  26th  ult.  Charles,  sen  oi 
.Mr.  Wsi.  H ITCH i!*8,  aged  6  months. 

On  the  14lh  i.ist.  William  A.  Grkbnmait,  aged 
9  years. 

At  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 
12th  inst.  His  Excellency,  DE  WITT  CLINTON, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New>York,  Alt.  58.  He  dieil 
in  his  chair,  of  a  rupture  in  the  heart. 

The  funeral  was  attended  on  Thursday  last,  at  the 
house  of  his  late  residence.  The  concourse  of  citizens, 
and  people  from  the  country,  was  immense.  Altho* 


How  little  they  thought  it  was  he. 
Whom  they  had  ill-treated  and  sold.* 
How  great  their  confusion  must  be. 

As  soon  as  his  name  he  had  told. 


“I’m  Joseph,  your  brother,” he  «aid, 

“  And  still  to  my  heart  you  are  dear ; 

“  You  sold  me  and  thought  I  was  dead, 

“  But  God  for  your  sakes  sent  me  here.” 

Though  greatly  distressed  before. 

When  charge.l  with  piirloinin-j  the  cup, 
They  row  were  con.'o’inJed  much  more. 
Nor  one  of  tliem  durst  to  look  up. 


“Can  Joseph,  whom  we  would  have  slain, 
“  Forgive  us  the  evil  we  did  f 
“  And  will  he  our  household  maintain  ; 

“  Oh,  this  IS  a  brother  indeed.” 


Thus  Joseph,  a  tvpe  was  of  Christ, 

The  friend  and  the  saviour  of  men  ; 
Thus  Jesus  was  sold  for  a  price, 

Tho’  harmless,  to  death  was  condemned. 

When  drag'd  by  my  conscience  I  came. 
And  loaded  with  grief,  to  my  Lord, 
Surrounded  with  sorrow  and  shame, 
Unable  to  utter  a  word. 


his  talents  and  liis  usefulness.  In  every  part  of  eur 
country  his  name  carried  with  it  the  weight  of  vene¬ 
ration — the  hope  of  future  glory  to  his  country.  And 
although  in  his  own  stata,  many  and  great  men  were 
divided  in  their  views  of  his  worth,  yet,  as  the  angel 
ef  death  has  rolled  away  every  partitiou  stone,  a 
grateful  and  bereaved  people  will  only  remember  him 
great  and  valuable  public  and  private  citixen. — 
was.  Great  in  the  reaource' 
the  conception  and 
■main  living  me- 


■s  •  „ 

Great  he  unquestionably 
of  a  lasnevolent  mind — great  in 
execution  of  works  which  will  long  re 
mento<  of  his  glory — great  in  the  atferiioiu  of  his  pri¬ 
vate  friends  and  afflicted  family — but  greater  and 
higher  in  the  estimation  of  a  large  proportion  of  the 
citizens  of  this  republic.  Many  who  had  long  lookeil 
on  him  as  the  first  statesman  and  civilian  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  now  mingle  their  grief  with  those  around  them, 
and  involuntarily  exclaim,  we  trusted  it  had  been  he 
who  would  one  day  have  given  his  native  state  that 
rank  among  her  sisters  of  the  Union  to  which  she  is 
eniitled.  A  single  blow  from  the  insatiate  archer 
tumeth  the  hopes  of  man  into  a  dream,  and  destroy- 
elh  the  counsels  and  expectations  of  the  wisest  of  men. 
Having  but  recently  been  appointed  to  pronounce  an 
{eulogy  upon  the  lamented  Emmet,  whose  exit  was  as 
sudden  as  the  lightning  flash  ;  by  a  summons  equally 
hasty.  Got.  ('liuton  now  lies  as  low  as  Emmet,  and 
another  must  be  appointed  to  perform  the  duty  whkh 
he  had  commenced,  and  not  that  only,  biit,also  a  simi¬ 
lar  upon  the  one  who  had  commened  it.” — 


At  first  he  looked  stern  and  severe. 

What  anguish  then  pierced  my  heart? 
Expecting  each  moment  to  hear. 

The  sentence,  “  thou  cursed  depart.” 

But  Oh,  what  surprise  when  he  spoke  ! 

While  tenderness  beamed  in  his  face  ; 
My  heart  into  pieces  was  broke, 

O’erwhelmed  and  confounded  by  grace. 

“  Poor  sinner,  I  know  thee  full  well, 

“  For  thee  I  was  sold  and  was  slain  ; 

“1  come  to  rede'^m  thee  from  hell, 

“  And  raise  thee  in  glory  to  reign.” 


“I'm  Jesus  whom  thou  hast  blasphemed, 
“  And  crucified  often  atresh; 

“  Oh,  let  me  henceforth  be  esteemed, 

“  Thy  brother,  Uiy  home,  and  thy  flesh. 

“  .M  r  pardon  I  freely  bestow. 

Thy  wants  I  will  richlr  sapplv: 


